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SENATE BI LL 5252

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Fairley, MAuliffe, Wjahn, Prentice, Franklin, Jacobsen,
Kohl, Heavey, Brown, Snyder, Patterson, Bauer, Fraser, Hargrove,
Shel don, Thi baudeau and W nsl ey

Read first time 01/21/97. Referred to Commttee on Health & Long-Term
Car e.

AN ACT Relating to a food assistance programfor |egal inmmgrants;
addi ng a new section to chapter 74.04 RCW and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that the United
States of Anmerica is a country of inmmgrants. Many famlies who
imm grate to Washi ngton state fromanother country are seeking a chance
to make a better life for thenselves and for their famlies. They cone
to Anerica for econom c opportunity and freedomfromoppression, as did
the ancestors of those of us fortunate enough to be born as Anerican
citizens. Legal immgrants contribute to our society and community,
both economcally and by cultural enrichnent. Legal immgrants have
"played by the rules,” residing in the United States |legally, paying
taxes, serving in the armed forces, and naki ng thensel ves subject to
the laws of this country.

The legislature finds that some immgrant famlies have not yet
been able to raise thenselves above the |evel of poverty. These
famlies may include those with elderly persons and small children
Food assistance in the form of food stanps is necessary for the
preservation of |ife and health.
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The l|egislature notes that the federal governnent has enacted
|l egislation that results in the denial of food stanps to sone |ega
immgrants. In the interests of humanity, and in recognition of the
intrinsic worth of all persons residing in Washington state, the
| egislature finds that those |l egal i mmgrants | osing federal food stanp
entitlement should be provided with state subsidized food assi stance.

Finally, the legislature finds that the intent and requirenents of
international |law, including the international human rights nornms and
certain United States treaty obligations, require the nondi scrimnatory
treatment of immgrants, especially with regard to the protection of
famly life by international covenant. The requirenents of
international law include the equitable treatnment of legal immgrants
in the provision of food assistance for the poor.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment may establish a food assistance program for
persons whose inmgrant status neets the eligibility requirenents of
the federal food stanp program as of August 21, 1996, but who are no
| onger eligible solely due to their inmm grant status under the personal
responsi bility and work opportunity reconciliation act of 1996, P.L.
104- 193.

(2) The rules for the state food assistance program shall follow
exactly the rules of the federal food stanp programas they existed on
the effective date of this section except for the provisions pertaining
to immgrant status under P.L. 104-193.

(3) The benefit under the state food assistance program shall be
the sane as the benefit anount under the federal food stanp program had
the person net the eligibility requirenments pertaining to inm grant
status of P.L. 104-193.

(4) The departnment may enter into a contract wwth the United States
departnment of agriculture to use the existing federal food stanp
program coupon systemfor the purposes of adm nistering the state food
assi st ance program

(5) I'n the event the departnent is unable to enter into a contract
with the United States departnment of agriculture, the departnent is
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1 authorized to issue vouchers to eligible households for the purchase of
2 eligible foods at participating retailers.

~-- END ---
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